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(57) Abstract 

A metadata schema supplied 
through a metadata schema input (201) is 
stored in a metadata schema memory 

(202) . Metadata is supplied through a 
metadata input (203). Another metadata 
schema is supplied to the metadata input 

(203) , which converts the metadata into a 
data structure compatible with the 
metadata schema structure and supplies it 
to a metadata memory (205). Metadata 
schema/metadata coder (204) converts the 
metadata schema and the metadata 
supplied from the memories (202, 205), 
respectively, into a predetermined 
transmission format. A transmitter (206) 
multiplexes the output from the coder 

(204) and the contents data stored in a 
contents data memory (207) to form a 
signal for transmission. 
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